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MEMBERSHIP 

Membership dues for COPRA: 

$12 per year or $50 for 5 years or 
$100 for lifetime 

If you have changed your address 
or phone number, or have any 
questions about membership due 
payments, please contact Anna 
Dragonetti at 602-992-0362 or 
copra.members@gmail.com 

Mail payments to: 
COPRA 
PO Box 2464 
Litchfield Park, Az 85340 

Or PayPal to: 
phoenixcopra@gmail.com 

Board meetings are held monthly on the 2nd Thursday of the month, except June, July and August. 





COPERS CORNER 

THE 13TH CHECK 
There will be no 13th check in 2025. 

The "13th Check" is one of the 
Pension Equalization Program 
established on October 1, 1991, 
when voters of the City of 
Phoenix approved an amendment 
to Chapter 24 of the City Charter, 
allowing pension adjustments 
to be paid to eligible retirees. 

CRITERIA: 
• Funds must be available in the 

Pension Equalization Reserve 
Fund to cover the 13th check 
for all eligible retirees. 

Over the decade, the number of 
retirees has increased by nearly 
56%. from about 5,000 in 2010 
to over 8,000 in 2025. 

The Pension Equalization Reserve 
is funded at the end of each 
calendar year only when COPERS' 
five-year average investment 
performance exceeds 8%. 

$ 

RATE (minimum of 1%) 
the lesser of: 
• ½ of Consumer Price Index 
• Excess investment return rate 
• 3% maximum 

The exacting criteria and rate evaluation required by the 
City Charter are meant to safeguard COPERS' plan 
assets and ultimately your pension. 

The Pension Equalization Reserve is funded at the end of each 
calendar year only when COPERS' five-year average investment 
performance exceeds 8%. 



You are 
not alone. 
Confidential crisis support 
is available 24/7. 



LIBRARY SHELF 
----------------------------------------

Did you know that you Phoenix Public Library has a variety of book clubs, book discussions and author visits? 

Check your Phoenix Public Library at 
www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org and see the numerous 
programs and events offered. 

Your Library also hosts many other in-person events 
like musical performances, knitting classes, 
painting, writing, movie showings, and much more. 

Your Library is a great place to get involved in your 
community as well. Volunteer or work at your 
local branch and have fun! 

• 111 ~ -

PhoenixPublic 
Library 

phoenixpubliclibrary.org 
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COPERS OCTOBER 2025 RETIREES 

Michell M. Alvidrez Phoenix Police Department Patricia M. O'Leary Kennedy Water Services Department 
Heather L. Ard Phoenix Police Department Kevin A. Kleinpeter Phoenix Police Department 
Gilbert Armas Street Transportation Dept. John E. Knell Phoenix Police Department 
Michael Aro Parks and Recreation Dept. James D. Koenig Public Works Department 
Alonso Avitia Parks and Recreation Dept. James A. Kruse Planning and Development Dept. 
Michael P. Balian Water Services Department Ruth Anna La Coss Human Resources Department 
Christina M. Blake Neighborhood Services Dept. Charles L'Heureux Water Services Department 
Jason D. Blakley Planning and Development Dept. Michael E. Liggins Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Laura A. Borson Parks and Recreation Dept. Elaine F. Lopez Law Department 
Emmett R. Boyd Parks and Recreation Dept. Richard N. Lopez Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Betsy Ann Cable Neighborhood Services Dept. Frances A. Lubidesi Human Services Dept. 
Freddy Castro Parks and Recreation Dept. Christine Mackay Community and Economic 
John M. Chan City Manager's Office Development Dept. 
Debra Chard Water Services Department Albert S. Marinez Street Transportation Dept. 
Roberta E. Chavez Human Resources Dept. Dennis L. Martin Planning and Development Dept. 
Ray A. Corona Parks and Recreation Dept. Jesse Martinez Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Donald Lee Councilor Planning and Development Dept. George Thomas Mathis Phoenix Police Dept. 
Joe Daugherty Phoenix Fire Department Jessica M. Matthews Public Works Department 
John Dee Street Transportation Dept. David Mendoza Public Works Department 
Peter J. DeMassari Water Services Department Stephen Edward Miller Municipal Court 
Paul Alexander Duarte Phoenix Fire Department Johnny A. Montoya Planning and Development Dept. 
Claudina R. Echeveste Aviation Department Amy L. Moore Phoenix Police Department 
Robert R. Edgin Public Works Department Sylvia V. Morales Human Resources Dept. 
Inger L. Erickson City Manager's Office Benny Moreno Phoenix Police Department 
Fernando B. Espericueta Neighborhood Services Dept. Raghu H. Nandan Water Services Department 
Jaime M. Figueroa Street Transportation Dept. Charlene D. Null Phoenix Fire Department 
Sharon J. Fontenot Aviation Department Amy Offenberg Law Department 
Richard T. Fornefeld Planning and Development Dept. Daviel Ontiveros Public Works Department 
Wei Gao Information Technology Dept. Albert Allen Pete Aviation Department 
Frank M. Garcia Public Works Department Boyko P. Petrov Aviation Department 
Josie L. Garcia Human Services Department Debbie C. Primeau Aviation Department 
Valerie S. Garcia Human Resources Department Polly S. Rapp Law Department 
Mario J. Garibaldi Water Services Department Sarah Rea Phoenix Police Department 
Patricia A. George Municipal Court Andrea Rendon Public Works Department 
Dorothy A. Goeman Human Services Department Duane E. Rendon Phoenix Police Department 
George L. Gonzales Public Works Department John R. Ritchie Street Transportation Dept. 
Denise S. Gregory Phoenix Fire Department Kevin F. Ross Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Francisco R. Gutierrez Phoenix Convention Center Dora A. Salazar Public Transit Department 
Jason E. Hall Public Works Department Johnny R. Sandoval Public Works Department 
Angelique M. Hechler Phoenix Police Department Conrad M. Santa Cruz Public Works Department 
Darlene J. Helm Water Services Department Glenn A. Schmidt Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Adolfo G. Hernandez Public Works Department Greg Smith Public Works Department 
Jerry Hicks Water Services Department Isaac Soto Campos Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Benjamin F. Hill Water Services Department Jody D. Springer Aviation Department 
Michael W. Huff Housing Department Paul A.Tocco Housing Department 
Sandra E. Hunter Law Department Debra L. Turner Aviation Department 
Frank J. lpharr Public Works Department Les Steven Tuskai Law Department 
Juanita G. Jackson Phoenix Fire Department Silvia I. Valadez Barba Equal Opportunity Dept. 
Richard R. Jaramillo Water Services Department Veronica A. Vasquez Phoenix Police Department 
Teresa L. Keeley Municipal Court Roxanne K. Williams Phoenix Convention Center 
Jian P. Keil Aviation Department Ray A. Yocopis Neighborhood Services Dept. 
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NEW MEMBERS 2025 COPRA Board 

Emmett Boyd Parks and Recreation Department 

Nicoleta Greenberger Aviation Department 

IN REMEMBRANCE 
----------------------------

Nancy Washburn 4/20/2025 Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Nelda Graham (Gary) 7/05/2025 
Robert McFadden 7/27/2025 Street Transportation Dept. 
Richard Kowalski 8/07/2025 Public Works Department 

(Equipment Mgt) 
Merlinda Iverson (Carl) 8/20/2025 
Steven M. Riley 9/08/2025 
Phyllis J. Hollister-Springer 9/10/2025 

(Charles) 
Armando Cordova 9/12/2025 Street Transportation Dept. 
Henry R. Dean 9/13/2025 Street Transportation Dept. 
Leslie Thomas (Barbara) 9/15/2025 Engineering and Architecture 

Dept. 
Erlinda S. Alvarez 9/16/2025 City Clerk Department 
Elvetta Boat (Robert) 9/24/2025 
Cecilia C. Gardner (Fredie) 9/24/2025 
Babette Leasure (Robert) 9/24/2025 
William Chipman 9/25/2025 Human Services Department 
Melvin Manning 9/27/2025 Public Works Department 
Oscar McCoy 9/29/2025 Municipal Court 
Jerome S. Moore 9/30/2025 Phoenix Police Department 
Ramon Figueroa 10/04/2025 Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Virginia Leipprandt (Victor) 10/06/2025 
Alice Quaid (Bernard) 10/06/2025 
Michael Guillen 10/07/2025 Water Services Department 
Anne Callaghan 10/08/2025 Law Department 
James Dykstra 10/08/2025 Aviation Department 
Wayne M. Scott 10/09/2025 Municipal Court 
Janice Forni (Joseph) 10/10/2025 
Maureen K. Centerleaf 10/12/2025 

(Edward) 
Linda Randles 10/14/2025 Phoenix Public Library Dept. 
Michelle Gardea 10/17/2025 Community Development Dept. 
Betty T. Nelson 10/23/2025 Parks and Recreation Dept. 
Bill Nickleberry 10/23/2025 Finance Department 
Richard Mason 10/24/2025 Public Works Department 
Reynaldo M. Armenta 10/30/2025 Street Transportation Dept. 
Leonard Pinuelas 10/31/2025 
Peggy J. Whitmore (John) 11/05/2025 
Cynthia McArthur 11/16/2025 Information Technology Dept. 

(Those on the list who are surviving spouses will have the retiree's name in parentheses after 
the deceased 's name.) 

Board of Directors: 

President: 
Rob Sweeney I 480-215-2215 
coprapresident@gmail.com 

Vice President: 
Donna May I 602-513-1069 
dmay.copra@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 
Louis Matamoros I 623-734-6624 
copratreasurer@yahoo.com 

Secretary: 
Mary Jo SI under I 602-206-5515 
mj.copra@gmail.com 

Board Members 

Chronicle Committee: 
Regina Ficken I 623-521-0052 
rfcoprachronicle@gmail.com 

Retirement Board Committee: 
Rob Sweeney I 480-215-2215 
coprapresident@gmail.com 

Membership Committee: 
Anna Marie Dragonetti 
602-992-0362 
copra.members@gmail.com 

Programs Committee: 
Kathy Wenger I 602-550-4390 
kjw7833@msn.com 

Website and Social Media Taskforce: 
Gail Piceno I 602-509-1908 
Gpiceno0808@gmail.com 

Health Care Committee: 
Ron Ramirez I 623-640-3934 
Jman2345@cox.net 

Other Communications Support: 
VACANT 

Board Member: 
VACANT 

COPRA website: www.phoenixcopra.com 

City Retirement Systems (COPERS): 
602-534-4400 I www.phoenix.gov/copers 

COPMEA: 602-262-6858 I copmea.com 

COP Human Resources - Benefits 
602-262-4777 



DECEMBER COPRA CHRONICLE 

Annua l dues include $5.00 fo r the COPRA Chronicle. 
Dues are $12.00 per yea r, $50 for 5 years, or $100 for 
lifetime membership 

COPRA Chron icle (ISSN 15215431 ), is published 
month ly except June, July, August by: 

City of Phoenix Retirees Associat ion, 
11 523 W. Cypru s Dr, Avo ndale, Az 85392. 

Periodica ls postage is paid at Avonda le AZ offices 
and add itiona l mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: 
Please se nd add ress co rrect ions to: 

COPRA CHRON ICLE 
PO Box 2464 
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340 

COPRA Monthly winner Chronicle Articles Deadline 
----------------------------------------------

By receiving the COPRA Chronicle via email significantly defrays the 
printing and postage costs for your COPRA. An added benefit is that 
if there is any important information that COPRA wants to send you, 
we have your email address on file and can transmit the news to you 
in a timely fashion. 

In order to encourage our COPRA members to receive the Chronicle 
via email, each month, we will randomly select one member who 
receives their Chronicle by email and that member will receive a $25 
gift certificate to a grocery store (Fry's or Safeway). 

The December winner is Margaret Arce! 
• 't) I • • 't) I • • 't) I • 

CONGRATULATIONS, Margaret! • o/; . o/; . o/; 

If we already have your email address, you are automatically entered! 

If you do not receive the Chronicle by email, start NOW! 

Request the change from paper copy to email version by providing 
your email address to Anna Dragonetti at 
copra.members@gmail.com 

She can also be reached by phone at 602-992-0362. 

This is YOUR newsletter, and we want to hear 
from you! 

* How did you start your career with The 
City of Phoenix? 

* Tell us about yourself, good memories from 
work, a trip you've taken or an interesting 
hobby you have. 

* Suggest or request a subject that might be of 
your interest and your fellow retirees. 

Submission Deadline: 15th day of the month 
before you want the article to appear. 

Any member may submit material for 
publication, the Chronicle Chair and the 
Editor will determine what will appear in the 
issue of the month based on suitability and 
available space. 

Submissions: coprach ron icle@g mai I.com 

Annual dues include $5.00 for the COPRA Chronicle. Dues are $12 per year, $50 for 5 years, or $100 for lifetime membership. 
COPRA Chronicle (USPS No. 0016-924) is published monthly except for June, July and August by City of Phoenix Retirees Association. 
PO Box 2466, Litchfield Park, AZ 85340 I Periodicals paid at Avondale, AZ and additional mailing offices. 

Disclaimer: All articles are for informational purposes only and not intended to be a substitute for professional , legal, financial or medical advice. 
Consult an attorney or the appropriate professional for what is best for you and your situation. COPRA expressly disclaims and denies liability for any 
decisions based on the information presented on this newsletter. 


